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retired In triumph, and that day he preached
openly in Edinburgh to the largest audience that
had ever listened to him in Scotland. On the
two following days his success was equally
striking, and Knox happily cried, " The trumpet
blew the old sound three days together, till
private houses, of indifferent largeness, could not
contain the voice of it. Oh, sweet were the death
that should follow such forty days in Edinburgh
as here I have had three.35
The failure of the Catholics to stop Knox, and
the belief that Mary of Guise was not unfavour-
ably disposed towards the Reformers at this time,
encouraged the nobles to hope that the regent
might be induced to accord further tolerance to
the Protestants if she were approached. The
measures against the Reformed preachers were
comparatively light, but the nobles believed that
all such measures might be abolished. The Earl
of Glencairn and the Earl Marischal therefore
asked Knox to address a letter to the regent, but,
knowing how he loved denunciation, they advised
him to be mild in his words. Knox kept a tight
rein on himself in the early part of his letter, but
as he proceeded he began to threaten. The regent,
he pointed out, had no doubt heard such reports
of him that she might believe him*to be " un-
worthy to live in the earth." These reports were
the work of Satan, but Gpd had preserved his
good name, and he had reason to appreciate that